Sample test exercises: reading
A: Read the texts about modern explorers and answer the questions below. (eher für E)
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1. Fill in the table
	
	Reinhold Messner

	Jessica Watson

	
Nationality

	
	

	
What was his/ her achievement (Leistung)?




	
	

	
When did he/ she do this?

	
	

	
Both had to fight against different things during their trip. What went wrong?



	
	

	
Did everyone believe what they did? What did the critics say?



	
	




Solution:
	
	Reinhold Messner
	Jessica Watson

	Nationality
	Italian
	Australian

	What was his/ her achievement?
	went to Mount Everest without oxygen
	sailed around the world solo

	When did he/ she do this?
	1978
	2009

	What went wrong during the trip?
	icy storms, food poisoning
	lost a mast, the boat rolled four times, 

	What did the critics say?
	that he uses little oxygen bottles
	that she didn’t sail far enough into the northern Hemisphere





B: Read the text about James Cook and answer the questions. (eher für E)
Source: http://www.biography.com/people/james-cook-21210409
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1. Tell me about his life. What happened in… 
1728:		____________________________________________________________________
1756-63:	____________________________________________________________________
1770:		____________________________________________________________________
1779:		____________________________________________________________________
2. List all the regions and island James Cook discovered. 
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
3. Are these statements true, false or don’t you get the answer in the text?
	
	true
	false
	don’t know

	Australia wasn’t known before James Cook sailed to the Great Barrier Reef. 
	
	
	

	James Cook had a happy childhood. 
	
	
	

	It was James Cook who charted New Zealand and the Great Barrier Reef of Australia. 
	
	
	

	His father wanted him to become a farmer. 
	
	
	

	When he was 18 years old, he worked for a man who owned ships. 
	
	
	

	James Cook learned how to sail in the Royal Navy. 
	
	
	

	It wasn’t easy to sail to the Great Barrier Reef because it is one of the most dangerous areas to navigate. 
	
	
	

	On the ship they eat Sauerkraut to stay healthy. 
	
	
	

	He died in a fight on Hawaii in 1779. 
	
	
	



C: Read the text below and answer the question (eher für G)
Source: frozen-cheese.blogspot.ch/
Tamsin Gray went to Antarctica again and again. Here is another post she wrote on her blog. 
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1. Compare the different trips:
	
	First trip:
	Now:

	How did she travel to Antarctica?
	
She went by …
	
She went by …

	How long was her journey?

	
	



2. Let’s talk about the plane on the picture. Cross all the correct statements.
 It’s a plane to transport passengers from Chile to the Research Station.
 There is an airport next to the Research Station.
 The wheels are not made to land on snow and ice.
 The pilot is Matt Balmer.
 The Research station is the most southern point where you can fly to.
 They keep the runways clear of snow so that the plane can land.
 There is space for aprox. fourty people on board of this plane. 
 The plane flies from Punta Arenas to the Research station.
 You can use this flight during the summer month. 

3. Matt Balmer was working at the Research station as well.
What was his job? ___________________________________________________________________
For how long did he work there without leaving once? _____________________________________

[bookmark: _GoBack]4. The next day, they will be visited by a famous couple. Who is visiting them at the Research Station? And why?
Who? _________________________________________________________________________
Why? _________________________________________________________________________
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Jessica Watson wasn't the only person to sail around the world solo, but
when she departed Sydney, Australia, on October 18, 2009, she set out to
become the youngest person to circumnavigate the globe unassisted. Wat-
son’s boat Ella’s Pink Lady lost a mast early on in her trip. The crash seemed
to prove the dire predictions of her critics, who said the 16 year old was too
young and inexperienced for the task. But the young Australian repaired her
broken ship and continued on her way even more determined than before.
Watson’s journey would prove perilous again when, in the Atlantic Ocean, her
boat rolled four times during a storm. She recalled being thrown around her
cabin while waves smashed against her ship, holding on to anything while
standing on the boat’s ceiling. She returned to Sydney 210 days later (her
longest trip previous was only 14 days). Critics said Watson didn’t sail far
enough into the Northern Hemisphere to set a record, but she won over a
loyal fanbase worldwide for her feat. She said, “Before | left, | remember be-
ing asked by someone, ‘How can you possibly know what’s going to happen?’
Well, of course you can't. You do your best to prepare, but it is an adventure.
You can't fully prepare—that’s the point.”
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British navigator James Cook discovered and charted
New Zealand and Australia's Great Barrier Reef on his
ship HMB Endeavour, and later disproved the
existence of the fabled southern continent Terra

Australis. His voyages provided the first accurate map
of the Pacific.

Synopsis

Born on October 27, 1728, in Marton-in-Cleveland, Yorkshire, England,
James Cook was a naval captain, navigator and explorer who, in 1770, dis-
covered and charted New Zealand and the Great Barrier Reef of Australia on
his ship HMB Endeavour. He later disproved the existence of Terra Australis,
a fabled southern continent. Cook's voyages helped guide generations of ex-
plorers, and provided the first accurate map of the Pacific. He died on Febru-
ary 14, 1779, in Kealakekua Bay, Hawaii.

Early Life and Career

James Cook was born in Marton-in-Cleveland, Yorkshire, England, on Octo-
ber 27, 1728, the son of a Scottish farmhand. As a teenager, Cook did farm-
ing work alongside his father until, at the age of 18, he was offered an ap-
prenticeship by a Quaker shipowner in a small seaside village near Whitby,
England. The experience proved to be fortuitous for the future naval officer
and explorer, bringing him in contact with both the ocean and ships along the
port.
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Naval Officer, Navigator and Explorer

Cook eventually joined the British Navy and, at age 29, was promoted to
ship's master. During the Seven Years War (1756-63), he commanded a cap-
tured ship for the Royal Navy. In 1768, he took command of the first scientific
expedition to the Pacific. In 1770, on his ship the HMB Endeavour, Cook dis-
covered and charted New Zealand and the Great Barrier Reef of Aus-

tralia—since credited as one of the world's most dangerous areas to navigate.

After his return to England, Cook was chosen to circumnavigate and explore
Antarctica. On this voyage, he charted present-day Tonga, Easter Island,
New Caledonia, the South Sandwich Islands and South Georgia, and dis-
proved the existence of Terra Australis, a fabled southern continent. (Cook
named the Hawaiian Islands the Sandwich Islands after the Earl of Sandwich,
also known as John Montagu.)

Later Years and Legacy

During all his voyages, James Cook successfully fought scurvy (a deadly dis-
ease caused by vitamin deficiency) by feeding his crew a diet that included
watercress, sauerkraut and orange extract. He died in a skirmish with is-
landers during a winter layover in Kealakekua Bay, Hawaii, on February 14,
1779.

Today, Cook's voyages are credited with helping to guide generations of ex-
plorers, as well as with providing the first accurate map of the Pacific, and
many believe that he did more to fill the map of the world than any other ex-
plorer in history.
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Easy Come, Easy Go

My first voyage to Antarctica involved 10 weeks on board a ship,
crossing the equator then on southwards via various little known islands
and eventually bashing through ice nall the way to the ice cliffs of
mainland Antarctica. This time, I left the UK on Wednesday afternoon
and touched down on the Antarctic Peninsula in time for lunch on Friday.

The photo above shows the Dash 7, the British Antarctic Survey's
‘passenger jet' that brings people in and out of Rothera Research Station
from late October to early March. It lands on wheels on a runway kept
clear of snow and can even make it further south to land on blue ice
runways. This morning the Dash 7 left Rothera bound for Punta Arenas in
Southern Chile. Amongst it's 14 or so passengers and crew was Matt
Balmer, who's just finished 2 and a half years working as an electronics
engineers down here without once leaving. When the plane returns.
tomorrow morning, it will bring the Dutch crown Prince and Princess, on
a weekend trip south as part of their world tour monitoring the effects of
global dlimate change.
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Modern Explorers

In a world where a GPS can fit in your back pocket, and a satellite image of virtually ev-
ery nook on earth is just a few clicks away, you would think the age of exploration is
over. Yet a number of men and women have managed to tap into their inner Magellan...
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‘While some choose to explore the depths of the unknown, in 1978, Reinhold
Messner set his sights even higher. His destination: The tip of Mount Everest,
the tallest mountain in the world. It wasn't the first time someone accom-
plished the feat. In 1953, Sir Edmund Hillary and Tenzig Norgay famously
reached its summit. And since then over 3000 people have pulled it off (while
over 200 lost their lives trying). But the Italian was the only one to attempt the
feat without bottled oxygen—no small feat where the air has as little as one

third the normal amount of oxygen. Although scientists warned that climbing
Everest without oxygen could result in severe brain damage, Messner (along
with partner Peter Habeler) began their ambitious (some would say “reck-
less”) ascent in May 6, 1978, and were faced with icy storms, winds of over
125 m.p.h., and even a case of food poisoning. Exhausted and collapsing in
the snow, the pair finally completed the ascent on May 8th. Some alleged
Messner supplemented his climb with mini-bottles of oxygen. But Messner si-
lenced his critics when he repeated the feat in 1980—this time solo. Elon
Musk





